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An Account of two uncommon Mineral Subftanccs, found in 

fomeCoaland Iron-Mines ^England 5 as it was given by 

the Intelligent and Learned Mr, JefTop of Bromhal in lark? 

(hire to the ingenious Mr. Lifter, and by him communicated 

to the Tublifber in a letter of January 7. 1 6u 

SIR, 7 *' 

T Hat this Letter may be the more acceptable to you, I 
ftiall communicate fome Excerpta , taken out of the 
Letters, which that Ioquifitive and Leam'd Gentleman Mr. 
Jejfop ispleafed to honour me with. I will give, f faith he) the 
beft anfwer I can in fhort to the Queftions, you put to me in 
your laft. 

x . The Fungus fubterranem^ fent you a large quantity of, 
was gotten io a Rocky Lime-ftone ground , on a Common a- 
bout two milts diftant from Cajileton in the Pcake of Darby- 
Ihire, 1 5 or 1 6 yards deep.in the Old man (as they call a Mine 
formerly wrought and ftopt up) covered with earth, that had 
either fallen or was thrown in. There is no coal-bed that is 
known of within five or fix miles of the place. 
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Of this Fungus by Mr. Jejfipt procurement I received (faith 
Mr. Lifter) a good quantity ; and yet I am not able to fay, in 
what form it grows. It does not feem to me to have any cos> 
ftant fhape j at left the pieces that I receiv'd are much like 
Peats or Turff, cut up in the high moors 5 both in the footy co- 
Jour and inward fubftance j this only is more clammy and 
rough. and dries not. And feme of this fungous fubftance is ve- 
ry (pit and like gelly* In and about the mor* fclki pieces, ijof 
which lhavefome,half a foot fquarc ? ) are many big lumps of 
a bituminous fubftance.This bitumen is very inflammable like 
Rcfin jit is vtry light.it breaks firm,and fhines like good Aloes§ 
and for co!or,it *i3 not much unlike it,fave that it is more dark- 
color'd and purplifhj yet there is muchof it of a dark green 
color. Wediftill'daparcelof it, which yielded us an Acidu- 
lous limpid water j then, a white liquor, which was, I gut Is, 
from fomc of the Oily parts precipitate. And in the laft place, 
a copious yellow Oyl, not unlike that of Sttccinum or Pitch* 
In the neck of the Retort ws could difcern no Voktil Sak.as 
in the like proeefs upon Amber. Whether this ows its Origi- 
nal to a Vegetable., or is truly a concret Mineral Juyce and a 
foffil Bitume, I forbear to determine. I have not read of any 
fuch fungous Earth, in which bitumen naturally grows and ad- 
heres : And the finding of it in an Old mine doth much fa« 
vour the firft opinion of being a Vegetable fubftance j either 
the very fubftance of the proppsof Wood,they make ufe of 
in lining and fupporting the Grooves, thus alter'd , or certain 
fungus's growing out of them. That Birch, (of which there is 
great plenty and hath been vaft woods all thefe mountanous 
pzrts of England over) will yield z.bitumen , as limpid as the 
fsp is which runs from it by tapping, if we now had the skill 
to extract it, Pliny is very exprefs, /♦ 16. c„ i8« Bitumen exBe- 
tuU Gafliexcoquunt* And mere-over it is certaia,that much of 
that wood, if not all, which is dugg up in the high moors of 
Craven, and which the people there call and ufe for Candle 
wood, \$ no other than Birch, ask appears from the grain and 
bark j and yet this wood kindkth flames,and exudats a rofio,, 
which makes many pronounce it very Firr-wood. Whatever 
this bitumen is, which this Fungus fubterranem yields, it much 
differs from the Asphaltum of the Shopps j and you may com- 
mand 
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mand ^Specimen of it,that it may be better examin'd by more 
skilful Naturalifts. 

2. There is another Mineral Juyce in thefe parts of Eng- 
land, which 1 have much inquired after , and have longed to 
fee 3 and now I am likely to be fatbfied,as you may thick by 
Mr. Jeffopi words: Captain Wain ffahh he)«* diligent andfyiow- 
ingperfon in Mines, gave me a White Liquor , refembling Cream 
bath in colour andconfiftence t which he found in great quantities 
at the bottom of a Coal-pit, 49 yards deep> which Irefervefor you* 
Eut this is not all the information that hath been given me a- 
bout this White Liquor. Mr* George Planton 3 a curious end ve- 
ry intelligent perfcn, writes thus to me from Sheriff Hales la 
Shropfhire : ifhall trouble you with an Obfervation, I lately met 
with in our Iron-mines , especially that which the Country people 
here call the White Mine, which yields the btU Iron-Hone* The 
Miners do commonly .upon the breaking of a Stone^ meet with a 
great quantity rfarvhitifh milky Liquor jnclo fed in the Center of 
it \ they fometimes find a Hogshead contain' d in one cavity* lis in 
tafiefweetifh j only it hath a Vitriolick. and Iron'Hkfi twang with 
it. 

So far Mr *Lifler and his friends, from whofe generofity we 
have received a parcel of each of thefe fubftances for fur- 
ther examination. 

J Defcription of certain Stones figured like Plants, and by (owe 
Obferving men elleemcd to be Plants petrified : Communicated 
to the Fublifherjfy the fame Mr.lJfttrifromYorkNovemb.^ih* 
1673. 
SIR, 

fN this paper I fend you an Account of fome of the Parts 
of certain Stone? figured like Plants s which Agricola (5 
Fejftlium^alh Trcchitd.^ud the compound ones Entrochi j we 
in Englifbj St. Cutbtrds beads, 

Agricola will have them akin for fubftance to the Lapides 
Judaici 3 and, indeed, thele are of an op?. que and darkco* 
Joured Sparr 5 though I have of them from iome parts of Eng- 
land of a white sparr or Cawfy , as cur Miners call it : They 
all break like Flinty polfh . d and Chining* 

Put into Vinegar (faith he) they buble : Atque etiam rcpe- 
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